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deeply gratified by this. If Boston were a representative audience, the pulse of the Nation beat steady and true for what the President was working to attain.
In response to Governor CooHdge's introduction, the President made a vigorous address and got a real ovation when he finished. Mr. Coolidge accompanied us to the railroad station and when we departed for Washington, the concern foremost in our minds was for the health of I. H. Hoover, the head usher of the White House. Just after leaving France, Hoover had been taken very ill, and had developed pneumonia. Fortunately it was a light case. However, he could not be moved on our arrival at Boston, and so remained aboard the George Washington, which proceeded at once to New York.
A review of newspaper comment indicated that Boston's enthusiastic reception expressed the preponderant sentiment of the nation on the League. On reaching Washington the first thing my husband did was to invite the Foreign Relations Committees of the Senate and the House to meet with him at the White House. At that conference he discussed the rough draft of the Covenant of the League of Nations, which had been accepted as a part of the Treaty, and asked for any and all comments and suggestions. Many were made, and all thoroughly talked over. As a whole they were not, I think, very different in substance. The President asked that they be submitted to him in writing so he would have them in proper shape. When the meeting was over he told me, as nearly as I can remember, the following:
That he had addressed himself to Mr. Lodge of Massachusetts, saying: "Of course you understand, Senator, I will have to go back to Paris and resubmit this to the Conference, for while it is not essentially changed, it is not what they accepted the day I left; and I have some pretty stubborn men to deal with. However, I am going to do my best, and if this draft as it stands is accepted, do you think it will go through the Senate?" Mr. Lodge replied: "If the Foreign Relations